
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE ATLANTIC CITY MEETING OF THE YOUNG 
MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 

November 14-19, 1922. 

That part of the Report of the Commission on Approach to the 
Churches to the Young Men's Christian Association Convention 
at Atlantic City in November, which had to do with Student Work 
was published in the November issue of Christian Education. 
The Convention made a few minor changes and Mr. Colton is 
responsible for the following statement of those changes : 

In taking action upon the Commission's report, the Convention 
amended paragraph "b" under "4," Findings, page 10, to read : 

While in theory either an interdenominational agency such as 
the Association or a denominational agency alone might meet 
both needs, experience tends to show that for the field as a whole 
both agencies are needed. 

The Convention approved paragraphs "h" and (2) under "i" 
on page 11, with the understanding that they deal with the forms 
and processes of cooperative organization and not with the organi- 
zation of the unit Young Men's Christian Association concerned, 
inasmuch as the principles and basis of any Association's organi- 
zation necessary to its recognition and participation in the Move- 
ment as a whole are definitely prescribed by other legislative 
enactments and therefore are not subject to certain modifications 
without the loss of representation. 

Mr. Micou advised the Council office by wire of the action of 
the Convention, requesting that the Principles be published in con- 
nection with any other part of the Report, but the magazine had 
already left the printer's hands. The principles are presented 
here. 

BASIC PRINCIPLES OF COOPERATION 
I. The Supremacy of Christ 

Jesus Christ is the Head of every man and of all movements 
and institutions that bear His name. All prbblems of relationship 
between individual men and between movements and institutions 
must find their solution in this common relationship to Him. 
The sole and governing purpose of all must be to express the mind 
of Christ, to build up His Body, which is the Church, and to 
hasten His Kingdom. So far as any questions of relationship be- 
tween the Young Men's Christian Association cmd the Churches 
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lie in the field of this principle, accordingly they are to be solved 
by it. To the extent that our Lord Jesus Christ is really recog- 
nized as supreme and that all our agencies and organizations seek 
only to express His mind, to build up His Body, and to hasten 
His Kingdom, difficulties will disappear and the work that as 
Christian men we seek to do will fit itself together in the harmony 
and unity of the Divine Spirit. 

II. The Primacy of the Church 

It is not with the Church in this high sense that we are to deal. 
Our problem is the problem of relations of local Young Men's 
Christian Associations to the local Christian congregations or 
parishes and of the General Agencies of the Associations to the 
organized denominations or communions.* As without question 
we put in the foreground the supremacy of Christ and His Church 
and His Kingdom and the subordination to it of all agencies and 
organizations whatsoever, so also we desire to recognize the pri- 
macy of the local congregation and the denomination as the 
Church is expressed in them. This primacy has always been 
affirmed by the Association, as in the Cincinnati declaration in 
1913: 

"The most important agency for the promotion' of religious life 
is the Church. No other institution should be permitted to sup- 
plant it or ignore its primacy. The Association reaffirms its his- 
torical policy of absolute loyalty to the Church and reasserts its 
intention to recognize in all its activities the preeminence of the 
Church, the extension of whose influence is the primary purpose 
of the Association." ' 

This principle and its recognition require that the work of the 
Association should supplement the work of the Churches, or 
rather that it should be conceived as being a work of the Churches 
carried on by them through the Association, not as an official 
organization of the Churches, but as a free and trusted auxiliary 
agency. The activities of the Association should be so planned 



* The term Church capitalized will be used only in the universal sense. 
When denominations or communions are signified the word "Churches" 
will be capitalized. When "churches" is used not capitalized, reference 
is being made to local congregations or parishes. Likewise "church" un- 
capitalized refers to a single local congregation or parish. 
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and conducted as to maintain and strengthen the existing ties of 
men and boys and to promote relations to the churches where 
none exist. They should reinforce the Churches in realms where 
the Churches are not at work. In a word, the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association is a voluntary, interdenominational instrumen- 
tality through which the laymen, especially, of the Churches seek 
to do together in the name of Christ and for the sake of the 
Churches, a work, as laymen, for men and boys which the local 
congregations or the denominational communions cannot sepa- 
rately do so ffficiently or may not be able to do at all. 

III. The Independence of the Association of Ecclesiastical 

Control 

The term "Association" is used to designate the local Young 
Men's Christian Association or the national movement as a whole. 
When the term "associations" is used uncapitalized, reference is 
made to several local units. 

While the Association from its beginning has been independent 
of ecclesiastical control, it is recognized that for the motive of its 
organization, for its inspiring ideal of Christian manhood, and for 
its spiritual and material support it is indebted to the churches. 
Yet the Commission is convinced, in the light of past experience 
and of present conditions, that its mission can be most effectually 
accomplished by the maintenance of independence of ecclesiastical 
control both for the local association and the general movement. 

IV. The Adequacy of Relationship 

EfHcient work by the Churches and by the Association depends 
upon the existence and maintenance of adequate relationship. To 
successfully cooperate the Churches and the Association must 
know what to expect of each other. 

a. The duty of the Churches in view of the purpose of Christ, 
of the Church's primacy, and of the autonomy of the Association 
is to sustain and counsel this specialized agency for work among 
men and boys. They should heartily respond to the requests of 
the Association for counsel in determining objectives and pro- 
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grams and in enlisting personnel and financial support. In this 
way and in this way alone can the inspiration of the achievements 
of the Association give the highest satisfaction and inspiration to 
the local churches, or to the national denominations. 

b. The duty of the Association, in view of the purpose of 
Christ, of the primacy of the Church, and of its own autonomy 
is to promote its work among men and boys in respect to their 
physical, intellectual, social, and spiritual welfare in such manner 
as to lead them to become disciples of Christ, members of the 
Church, and stable in Christian character. Conflict for which the 
Association is responsible will seldom arise if the supremacy of 
Christ and the primacy of the Church are always remembered. 
If the determination to understand and to be understood is 
adhered to, apparent conflicts can be overcome by friendly adjust- 
ment, remembering that * "the activities of the Association should 
be so organized and conducted as to maintain the existing church 
ties of men and boys, and to promote such relations where none 
exist." 

c. To realize adequacy of relationship will at times require 
sacrifice both on the part of the Churches and of the Association. 
This will apply to the national organizations as well as to the 
local. Since the most efficient work by the Churches and the 
Association depends upon the realization of adequate relationship, 
still more earnest heed should be given to the action of the Detroit 
Convention on the subject: 

"That, in order to insure the more complete cooperation of the 
Association and the Churches in aims, in sympathy, and in work, 
it is recommended that each Association, each State Committee, 
and the International Committee shall, before projecting plans 
and work for the year, enter into counsel with representatives 
of the Churches." 

Mr. G. P. Harry, University Secretary of the United Lutheran 
Board of Education, attended the Convention and sent the fol- 
lowing report : 



♦Lakehurst Conference on Religious Work, May, 1922. 
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Report of the Forty-First International Y.M.C.A. 
Convention 

Your representative attended both meetings of the student sec- 
tion and two meetings of the general convention, being present 
during the sessions on November 16 and 17. He also at- 
tended a meeting of the National Association of Student Y.M.C.A. 
Secretaries in Philadelphia on November 13. 

In his opinion the following items are of special interest to the 
Boards of Education : 

1. There was considerable discussion both in the general con- 
vention and in the student section on the basis of membership 
and qualifications for office-holding and delegates. A report by 
the committee on associations showed that out of 1978 associa- 
tions known to be in existence, 1274 replied to an inquiry sent by 
the committee relative to the regularity of their constitutions and 
practices as to membership and office-holding. Of this number 
206 reported irregularities, either in their constitution or their 
practice by which other than members of Evangelical Churches 
were admitted to membership or office. In presenting the report 
attention was called to the fact that only 1274 out of the 1978 
reported, and the presumption is that a considerable number of 
this 704 not reporting are irregular. This would mean that prob- 
ably not less than 800 out of the 1978 associations are not on the 
basis of membership in Evangelical Churches. 

The Convention finally adopted this new definition of Evan- 
gelical. It was pointed out that there is no change in basis but 
only a new definition of Evangelical. "Local associations may 
regard as Evangelical Churches any of the following: 

( 1 ) Those conforming to the definition adopted by the National 
Convention held in Portland, Maine in 1869. 

(2) Those designated as eligible for membership in the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America or the corresponding 
body of the Dominion of Canada." 

The following resolution was adopted with reference to the 
management of associations — "Any association or branch waaj 
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at its discretion elect oi" appoint not to exceed 10 percent of its 
Managing Board from members of tlie Association defined in (1) 
and (2), upon nomination by the nominating committee of the 
Boards and personal acceptance of the declaration of purpose, but 
only members in good standing in (1) and (2) shall be eligible 
for delegates to conventions." 

With reference to students, the following statement was adopted 
as the statement of the purpose of the student associations : 

A — To lead students to faith in God through Jesus Christ. 

B — To lead them into membership and service in the Chris- 
tian Church. 

C — To promote their growth in Christian faith, especially 
through the study of the Bible and prayer. 

D — To influence them to devote themselves in united effort 
with all Christians to make the will of Christ effective in 
human society and to extending the kingdom of God 
throughout the world. 

With reference to membership, resolutions were adopted mak- 
ing it optional with the local student associations as to whether 
they shall remain on the Washington basis or receive members 
upon the basis of personal acceptance of the above statement of 
purpose only. 

As to office-holding in student associations, it was decided that 
the present authorized practice of office-holding and Convention 
representation in student associations be reaffirmed. This means 
that the student associations may receive into full membership 
students who are not members of Evangelical Churches but will- 
ing to subscribe to the statement of purpose. Office-holders and 
Convention representatives must be members of Evangelical 
Churches. 

In the student section this resolution was also adopted, after 
considerable discussion and some opposition: "The student as- 
sociations would welcome with deepest sympathy and heartiest 
pleasure increased attention of the various denominations through 
their several agencies to needs of students, particularly in tax- 
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supported institutions, and further, that we pledge anew our 
complete co-operation with them in our great work for the King- 
dom of God." 

The Convention approved with slight changes, the Report of the 
Commission on Approach to the Churches ; this report established 
four basic principles of co-operation: (Printed above.) 

Following these basic principles are three sections, calling at- 
tention to "Special Areas of Parallel Activity," namely, in relig- 
ious work, among students, and among boys. 

(The section referring to students was printed in the Novem- 
ber issue.) 

The Student Section also passed this resolution : "We heartily 
approve the conclusions of the Convention Commission on Ap- 
proach to the Churches." 

The Commission on the Occupation of the Field, with refer- 
ence to student work called attention to the greatly increased 
number of students in institutions of higher education and to the 
fact that there are 678 associations working in this field. At 
least 12 per cent of the colleges and universities are without asso- 
ciations. Fully one-half of the graduate and professional schools 
are without associations and fully half of the preparatory school 
field is unoccupied. 

It recommended that the International Committee be encour- 
aged to strengthen its staff for work among school boys and grad- 
uate students, including theological students, and that every State 
Committee consider the importance of employing a State Secre- 
tary ; also that the students be given every opportunity to assume 
leadership in Association work, and that City Associations 
be encouraged to get into touch with the many Christian grad- 
uates from the colleges who come into the cities. 

The report of the International Committee with reference to 
student work also called attention to the increased numbers of 
students and asked that the present organization of the work 
through the field councils should be endorsed. 
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The Student Section adopted i-esolutions urging that a Commis- 
sion be appointed to study the whole student field for a year and 
at the conclusion of its studies to prepare a program for a special 
movement for Christian students in coordination with the Stu- 
dent Volunteer Movement and others including the Churches. 

The Student Section also passed resolutions endorsing the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches relative to war, and a series of resolu- 
tions calling upon college men to make eifective legal provision 
for the enforcement of prohibition. 

It is the policy of the Lutheran Board to work primarily 
through the local congregation. It encourages its students to 
participate on the campus in the student Christian Associations 
and form Lutheran student groups; in many places, Lutheran 
student associations are also formed. 

The pastors working with the Board devote much time to per- 
sonal inteiviews in addition to their ministration to the students 
through the worship of the congregation and the religious educa- 
tional facilities provided in the Church schools. 

The Board has issued pamphlets from time to time and pub- 
lishes the Lutheran Student Bulletin, which is distributed without 
charge to all Lutheran students several times each college year. 
The last edition numbered 11,000. 

Regional Student Conferences are held under direction of the 
Board and its Regional Secretaries. 

The Lutheran Student Association of America has been formed. 
This Association is a student association and is not under the 
control of the Board although the Board's Secretaries are con- 
stantly in council with the student leaders of the movement. 



